Virginia Association of School Superintendents
P.O.Box 3251 | Lynchburg, VA 24503 | (804) 562-4430

April 3, 2026
The Honorable Abigail Spanberger
Governor of Virginia
P.O. Box 1475
Richmond, Virginia 23218

Dear Governor Spanberger,

| write to express the Virginia Association of School Superintendents’ (VASS) concern with House Bill
670, which is currently awaiting your action. This bill would, for the first time, subject school divisions
to several employment laws. By our count, school divisions would now be subject to approximately
three dozen sections of the Virginia Code, from which they were purposely exempt before. The
implications of this law are just coming into view for those of us in the public-education community,
and we believe that many of the law’s impacts were unintended. For example, this law may make it
more difficult for school divisions to pay 10-month employees, like teachers, during the full year,
because doing so requires “withholding” from their school-year paychecks to ensure they earn
income during the summer. See Virginia Code § 40.1-29(C). For this reason, we request a delayed
enactment of one year to allow school divisions to evaluate the implications of the law and work with
policy makers to address possible unintended consequences of the legislation.

One impact of this new law is clear today that wasn’t discussed during the legislative process: it
would require school divisions to pay nearly all of its employees at least twice a month. The law
currently allows school divisions to pay their employees once a month, and many do. See Virginia
Code § 40.1-29(A). VASS does not oppose a law that would require school-divisions to issue
paychecks to employees more frequently. However, school divisions vary in practice depending upon
local government system capabilities. Therefore, if you opt for immediate enactment of this new law,
we ask that you exempt school divisions from the application of this paycheck-timing rule, which can
be done with minimal impact to HB670.

Respectfully,

Scott Brabrand

Executive Director, VASS
s.brabrand@vassonline.org
(434) 439-8782
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